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S s Tyrhes are abit in > ad 
F& odious to the Farmer, and are looked 
Y — upon dy many as a Tax, which is 'op= 
8 ellive and 5 juft in its F ature; 1 ſhall 
you ſuch 8 


erefote here fairly give 
5 A e have me {5 ls 

If the Anſwers to them contribute m any rl to 
reconcile Men to the Payment of à Tax, which the 
Laws of the Land (if not the divine Law) have made 
their Duty z the Kingdom will have more Peace and 
Quiet that at t, and Religion” may perhaps re- 
vive, and all raife up its droopii Head ; ; Which" is 
the End L had i in View * pul liſhin this thitd Letter, 
and which I therefore recomend td all thoſe, who 
pa taken, the Trouble of peruſing mg the two former 


555% 1. Tho' our Anceſtors mi hr juftty 15 
given away ,any Part of their Lands, ds; Goode, Vide 

ſſions; yet t it cem a ts ye away: 
which were Profits not then iti Beihg, arid H Ns 
afterwards to atile, not ſo meh Gy the Land iſe, 

as from the futute Labour, Sock, and Coſt df Wei 
Poſterity. | 

Aar Let us ſuppoſe, that our Anceſtols had 
given away a fourth Part, or 4 third, or the one half, 
x 87 other Herren of their Lands Ta. 
wet th > 54 


- 


, and 
Colt of their Poſterity? And yet we find in Fact, that 
ſuch Donations have been made to ſome Colleges and 
aps a are paid to this Day; and are allowed to 
able in themſelves, and good in Law. 
they WhO enjoy theſe Kind of Rent- Charges, | 
115 do. any thing for thoſe particular Perſons who 
| pay them; whereas the Parochial Clergy, in return for 
our Temporal Things, give us Inſtruction and good 


Advice in ee, eee e eee 


and Eternal Intereſt. 
The preſent | therefore in Truth have no 
Imuſtice done 8 nor have they any Reaſon to 
complain : becauſe, they either purchaſed their Eſtates 
one eb har angle or, they receiyed them 
from . Anceſtors, 8 4 Berit, with ſuch Charge 
ent to them 
1 0 were Pure th had an Allowance 
ANN in 5. 9 this Incumbrance; as 
is plain from hence, that had any u el Bits = 


| Tithe, they youls have been paced and old at 


11 bee rare hm n it 
is at 3 will acce 
the Deviſe, or not: An Finy Parte? does vip. 2: 


to take it, on the Terms of the Deviſe ; there is then 
no Harm done to him: But, J believe, other Relati- 
ons: may be found, who will be willing to accept 
it, with all the Charges incident to the Inheritance. 
Neither has the Tenant, in this Caſe, an Reaſon 


, um Ferenc of ont of this 
Incum- 


of | 


8 [5] 
Incumbrance before he took b his Lt a 


cauſe in Fact there is always an Abatement made to 
him in the Rent, on Account of the Lands 'being 
ſubject to ſuch Charge: And to corwince him that 
it is ſo, let him look around, and ſee where any 
particular Lands are ſet Tythe-free ; and he will find 
them always rated at an higher Rent, than the fame 
kind of Lands, which are ſubject to Tythes. - 
So that in reality neither the preſent Landlords, 
nor the preſent Farmers, have any t in _— 

Tythes; nor are they injured by the 
taking away the Tenth Part; any more hn — 
Subject may be ſaid to be injured, by the levying 
thoſe old Duties and Taxes, which the Laws of the 
Land have originally laid upon him, for the Sup- 
den of Government, and ws Enxigencies of the 
tate. 

ObjeFion 2. But Tythes are in the Poſſeſſion of the 


Farmer ; The Tenth is his own, till it has been fer 
out and ſeparated from the other nine Parts: The 
Clergy cannot take them away till they have been 
thus marked out: How then can it be ſaid that the 
Clergy have à Right to, and a Pro in the Tythes, 
when they are not in Poſſeſſion of them, and cannot 
touch them, till they have been firſt ſet out? 
Anſwer. This may be very well conceived from 
Caſes of a like Nature, which are univerſally allow- 
822 by our Lawyers, and by every Man of common 
nſe. 


Thus Legates hath a. Title to, and a Pro- 
perty iy, « Lag bequeathed to him; tho" it be 


Y. 
in the Hands of the Executors : Thus every Creditor 
hath a Title to, and a P in, all ſuch Sums, as 


are juſtly due to him; tho thoſe Sums may be in the 


Hands of the Perſons ſo indebted to him: Ang ies 
eyery Landlord has a Title to, and a 
the teveral Rents reſerved on the ſever Demiſcs 10 
his Lands; tho thoſe Rents may lie in the Hands, 
and be in the Poſſeſſion of his reſpecuve Tenants. a 
E ee nor the Creditor, nor 

. the 


» 


d 


Law, and an Attachment of their Perſons, or Goods. 


_ ., Objeflion 3. Our Hiſtories form us, 


{ 6'] 
Landlord, S take this Mangy out of the Pocker 
f the Perſons who owe it; nor even, if they ſaw an 


— 2 75 1 * lying on che Table 
y touch it, till the Perſons o- 
ng ſe 1 count it out, and tender it to them. 

bie wuerd they are obliged to do, at their own 
Peril; otherwiſe hey are liable to a Proſecution at 


And fo likewiſe is it in the Caſe of Tythes ; they 
muſt indeed be ſet out by the Farmer, before the Mi- 


niſter can take them away; but jt is at the Farmer's 


Peril, if he refuſes, or neglects to do it; for thereby 
And the Farmer's being under this legal Obligation, 
to ſet chem out fairly, ſhows, that the Clergy have a 


Right to them, and a Property in them; in the fame 
Manner, as the Lagatee in che Legacy bequeathed to 


him, the Creditor in the Debts due to him, and the 
Landlord in the Rents reſerved by him. As 
at 


lution of Monaſteries and other religious ouſes, 
"ythes were alienated from the Church, and veſted in 


he forfeits treble their Value. 


= Crown; and by the Crown were afterwards 


granted to Laymen ; and have fince been look- 
ed upon as Lay- "Fees, and allowed as ſuch by the Laws 
of the Land. Why then might not all Tythes be 
univerſally alienated from the Clergy; or intirely abo- 


- liſhed, > the Leadleare ? The common People and 


Farmers look upon them as a great Grievance, and 
delire nothing more earneſtly, than to be relieved from 


But will any wiſe Man thi ab i. en, Nr 
i Good 1 to fo? Or i a8 Legiſlature ever be 
ſo mad, or devoid of Senſe, as to be willing to 
zeir unreaſonable Deſires, either, in the one 
other ? But 


(34 
Bat fiippoſe 4 Parliamerit could be found, 'ſ te- 
2 ts of the Clergy, and ſo indifferent 
to the Support of Religion, as to be diſpoſed to alienate = 
the Tyth! entirely from the Clergy : Yet I don't fee 
in what Reſpect the common — or N 


would receive any — 1 t thereby. 
For firſt, I will ſuppoſe, that upon ſuch 
In this Caſe 


they were to be granted to the Crown 
the People muſt then pay them to the Officers of the 
Repeneb, inſtead of their Pariſh-Miniſters : Arid 1 
feat it would be 2 according to an old and 
common Proverb, out of the f 
into the Fire. Well, but ke Crown — | 
of our Taxes, in conſideration of our v the 
Tythesi in them: This indeed would be an 
hut how are we ſure, that the Proteſt or Guus 
| e ee Would not Taxes 
* ape creep in upon us? Would not the 
Net Government require them? or the 
want of Oeconomy in the Adminiſtration make them 
neceſſary ? We are told that a Promiſe of this 
Mud ds made by Zerg VEIL on the Diſſolution of 
the Monaſteries; and accordingly their Lands and 
Tythes were veſted in the Gong for that 


And pray what was the C Why — 


onſequenoe 
in a very ſhort Time they were granted awdy to 
the Favourites of the Court; and the Nation was 
obliged to find out other Taxes, to ſupply the Exi- 
gericies of Government; and thoſe Tayes have been 
growing upon us ever ſinee. Su BE 
We are alfo told, that the like 
a into, by the — — 
: at the Time of the eformation ; and the Ne- 
Rb re IRONS bool Wiſe 
in vam 
Thus alſo the new ereQted States-of Holland took 
away the Tythes from the Clergy, in ordet more ef- 
fectually to carry on the War with Spain; and tho 
chem, ar reflred Sem 0 r | 
them, nor reſtored them to Clergy, or People. no 


Ir 8. J; | 

Aud yet Taxes are paid, and muſt be paid, both 
in Holland; and in Scotland, as well as in other Places; 
and alſo in a Proportion, on this very Account, 
becauſe their Clergy are by this Mean left to be ſup- 
ported by public Stipends. 12 

Well then, let the Tythes be granted to the Land- 

And pray what will the Tenants, or Farmers, gain by. 
this? For they muſt either pay the Tythes in Kind 
to their Landlords; or pay a valuable Conſideration 
for them along with their Rents: And, as their ſeveral 
Leaſes drop, if the Lands be afterwards ſet to them 
— ny will be ſet at ſo much an higher 

Well, but let Tythes be entirely aboliſhed; and 
neither veſted in the Crown, nor granted to the Land- 
lords, or any other Perſons: Surely then the Farmers, 
and Occupiers of the Land, muſt be the Gainers. 

Tes; as long as their preſent Leaſes laſt, they will 
gain ſomething ; but, the Moment thoſe Leaſes ex- 
pire, they muſt expect to pay an additional Rent, in 

proportion to the Value of their Tythe; as is. now 
done in all: Caſes; where Lands are ſet Tythe-free. 

So that, even in this Caſe, which at the firſt View 
appears favourable to the Farmers and People, yet in 
the End the Landlords would be the only effectual 

So +that upon the whole, ſuppoling Tythes were 
alienated from the Clergy, or entirely aboliſhed, yet 
I cannot ſee, any great Advantage, which would ac- 
crue to the Farmers, or the common People. 

On the contrary, I am afraid, they would find 
themſelves to be rather Loſers; inaſmuch as they 
would loſe that Charity and 7 which is 
now generally kept up by the Miniſters of every 
Pariſh,. here Tythes * 


been left intire to them 
without ſuch Alien ation. 1 1 
Ad whereas Tythes are not now reſtrained ta any 
one Family, as intailed Eſtates in ſome Meaſure are; 
by this Means every Man in the Kingdom hath, or 


1H, "> may 


| [ . 
may have, an Intereſt in them, and a Benefit by 13 


one Time or another. He may provide for a Son, or 
other Relation, by him an Education ſuitable 
to that Office ; or 15 * * ghter, by ee in 
„ to due of that Profeſion. And th 
a 08 of the Clergy, may be conſider 

ane Benefit, which lies open to every Nan th 
its Turn, and at its Opportunity. 

Thus far the Alienation or Abolition of Tythes has 
been confidered merely with teſpect to the Eaſe and 
Relief which the People i imagine, they ſhopld receive 


. 
w inquire little into the Equity or Juſtice 
of of nh Alienation, for the ſake of thoſe wha may 
retain Toitie Scruples of Conſcience in this Caſ; 
T allow then the Matter of Fact, that ſuch 2 Alie- 
nation was made, on the Diſſolution of Monaſteries, 
and other Religious Houſes; and that an Act of the 
iſlature paſſed to confirm that Alienation : But from 
Fac de cannot always infer Right. 

And tho every Subject muſt ſhbmit to the Law, 
and bear the Loſs ariſing to him from it, whilſt that 
Law continues unrepealed ; yet he is not always bound 
to approve of ſuch a Law, x the moſt juſt to the In- 
 dividuals, or the moſt” ient to the Community. 
With Reſpedt to this Matter, it hath been thought 
| * many, that Things onee dedicated to the Service 

God and Religion, (as Tythes moſt undoubtedly | 
were in theſe Kingdoms) t for ever to continue 
appropriate to that Uſe, and unalienable from it: And 
tho' ſuch Servant of God and Religion, as neglect 
their Office, and abuſe the Truſt repoſed in them, 
ought to be deprived of ſuch Office, and all Emolu- 
ments ariſing therefrom ; yer ſtill the Things them+ 
ſelves (in their Opinion) ought aways to be applied to 
the Uſes intended by the original Donors ; and to ap- 
ply them to Secular, or other Kind of Purpoſes, hath 
r no leſs « Crime than Profanation or 

ri DD 
N whet this E be intre „and in all 
* n Reſpecis 


make a wrong Judgment, or do a wrong — 


fo). 


'Reſpedts right, or not, I ſhan't take upon me to. de- 
N but thus much is allowed by every Body; 

that even in Civil, or Temparal Matters, where an 
Eſtate has been conveyed to-certain Perſons and their 
Heirs, or to any Cor; poration and their Sucoſſors, for 
ever, in Truſt for HE Uſes and Purpoſes therein 
ſet forth; (as, for Inſtance, to found ap, Hoſpital for 
the Maintenance, Relie and Cure of Lainaticks ; 
or an Exhibition for the ragement of Learning 
in ſome School or Calles; or ſor any other Work of 
a charitable or public Nature) and merle that ſuch 
Truſtees, or their Succeſlars, in Times to come, 
Would abuſe this Truſt, 1 ſuch Bet 7 


_ — their own private 
to the Intention of th Ke Hina Dondr 
dach a N I ſay, it 1s allowed by all, that 4 * 
of Juſtice, the , and much more the Legi- 
flature of the Nation, have not only a Right, but are 
bound in Duty, to make an Inquiry into ſach Abuſes 
to call the Truſtees to an Account ; to cenſure ſuch 
as were found Guilty of Male - Practices; to turn them 
ut of their Offices; and to admit others into their 
dom more likely to diſcharge their Truſt faithfully ; 
and oe. to Ae ſuch farther Rules and Orders 3 1 80 
in, as ſhquld be ju neceſſary to prevent es 
for the future: Po deſtroy ſich a Truſt intirely, 
or to apply the Eſtate to quite other Purpoſes, 
they can have no Right, unleſs the Purpoſes of. the 
Truft, by ſome unforeſeen Change, in the moſt ma- 
terial Circumſtances thereof, ſhould 7 evident - 
ly prejudicial to the public Weal : And, even in ſuch 
a Caſe, it ought to be applied by them to ſome other 
Ut, not prejudicial to the State, and as near to the 
origioal Intention as may be. 
| t thenof this Application the Legiſlature in every 
Nation muſt be allowed the ſupreme Judges; and 


even if they ſhould (in the Opinion of private Men) 
; 4g 


every Man who ſuffers by ſuch 
muſt acquieſce, aud faves ws hack 


Dec, Mes. 


. 
more full Repreſentation of the Caſe, and better Infor- 
they can he prevailed on to do him Right. 

10 e Mapner Tythes, being originally granted 
for the Kae of a Parochial Clergy, and in- 
truſted to the Biſhops of the Church for that Purpoſe, 
by a fatal Neglect of that Truſt, and a tame Submiſ- 
to the neal Incroachments of the Papal Tyran- 
y, were at length in great Meaſure alienated from 
the Pariſh-Minifters, and appropriated to e 
and other Religious Houſes, as more attached to, 
more dependent on the See of Rome : And as on 1 

were here ſcandalouſſy abuſed to Purpoſes quite di 

ferent from their original Intention; it was certainly 
very right in the King and Partiament nr whe 
idle Prones out öf the Kingdom, to diſſolve ' their 
Houſes, and to diveſt them of thoſe Tythes and Lands 
and vaſt Frofuſion of Riches, which had been unjuſt- 
ly amaſſed together, and were uſually ſpent in aue. 
tuouſneſs, or n nſported to Rome, —— 
any Service a, Bebe —— And at we 
fe Time, it would have been to the eternal Honour 
of that Parliament, had they -reſtored them to the 
2 Clergy; for the true Service of God and Re- 
n, and according to the original Deſign of fach 
by Hut to veſt them in the Crown, as if they 
had been forfeited Eſtates, and unintailed, was cer- 
tainly a Thing wrong in itſelf; and for the CW o 

gran them to the — — of the Court, or to ap- 
ply © em to Parj mürely ſecular, and quite con- 
Ti to their original Intention, was alſo a 
ing. Tho' at The Grtie Timo it is ſuch a Kind 
a the muſt ſubrmit to, and the Na- 
2 bewail; till the Legillature can be perſuad- 
purchaſe them from the preſent Proprietors, 


1 


and At ſengrh reſtore them to teſt a appointed Uſe, ' 
If the Right of any private Man be taken away 

an AR of the Legiſlature, he muſt ſubmit to ſuffer 

his Wrong, till he can obtain a legal Redreſs: And if 


ty 


2 * of auß Corporation ſhould be cancelled by 


am e thit Co 1 muſt j in like 1 


1 


the 
3 * 


+4 : 


a 


ner 8 n its Lok, till b 
\Repreſentation, it can procure a NEPEat 


Corporation, which is to continue 
gain their Powers, Privileg wag, 


tirely of a Spiritual | yy "3 are only to be! learn- 


ſutpended for a Time, from their * 


. 


by ap a proper 


But in both Caſes, it would certainly be ond, 
Act of Injuſtice, unleſs a full . were — 
to the Sufferers in ſome other Way. 

Thus it is alſo with Reſpect. to the Rights of the 


Parochial Clergy , conſidered as a. ſecular Body, or 


Civil C — ſay any Thing here of. the 
bad Policy, and evil Conſequences, which mult effect 
the People and Nation in general, by a Reduction of 
their Clergy to a State of Poverty, which muſt ever 
be attended with Ignorance and Contempt. .- 
But in order to underſtand accurately the. Rights of 
the | Chriſtian Miniſtry, in any particular State or 


Country; we ſhould diſtinctly conſider them i in their 
different Relations: As Miniſters of Chriſt's Religion, 


they are formed by him into a ſpiritual Body, or 
ET his coming a: 
Duties, are en- 


ed from the original Charter of their Founder, con- 
rained in the New 2 As far as the ſame 
Perſons have been; adopted State, to be the 
Miniſters ,of Reli «eo in 3 tate, ſo far they 
make a . or Civil. Corporation, Ttho' for 
religious Purpoſes) and have certain 2 Proper- 
ties, and Privileges, annexed to theit Office, with 


certain Duties required, and theſe are all of a Tem- 


poral, Secular, or Civil Origin, and are only to be 
learned from the original Gragtg, and Een Laws 
and Cuſtoms of that State. And a8 this. Cor, 
poration diſcharges the Duties e them by 
the State, conſotmablyito their State Charter; ſo long 

they have the ſame Right with ev other Corporation 
in the State, to be protected in the ment of their 


Powers, Properties, and . 7-4 ;agy of, the 


Members of this Corporation act contrary id the Du- 

tes required of them by the State, . | 

be cenjured by the eve af che ene? OE io be 
Thee an 


Emolu- 


181 

Emoluments i in the Corporation, or entirely turned 
gut of both; or made to undergo any other 'Puniſh- 
ment, which the Laws of the State have enacted re- 
lative to their Body, or their Crimes. ü 
But to diſſolve this Corporation entirely for the par- 
ticular or occaſional Faults of any of its Members, 
would be as great a Breach of the Magna Charta, and 
the original Conftitution of the Civil State, as to diſ- 


ſolve the Charter of the City of London, Briſtol, York, 
Dublin, Cork, Waterford, or any other of the moſt 
important Corporations, for the rr Faults of 


ay ory eir Officers. 
Clergy therefore, can have no Geulir Power 
& civil Immunities in any Country, but what they 
derive from the Laws and Cuſtoms of that Country. 
They are no Means an independent Corporation, 
exempted the Juriſdiction of the State; their 
Privileges are derived from the Conſtitution,” and are 
. from the ſame Fountain, with all others in 
in the Exerciſe of their Function they are 
at all Times amenable to the Laws of the Land, and 
therefore expect to be ſupported in their Rights 
8 erties,” in the ſame Manner, as any ot 


ee ation, or any other peaceable Subjects. 
Ob jection 1. Fythes of all Kinds prove a very 
rec ax upon the People; and at the ſame 


Fiche they receive no do valuable Conſideration for them, 
or at feat none, which they eſteem, any * ay ' 
valent to them. 

Anſwer, It muſt be allowed, that the People 4 
not receĩve an Equivalent from the Clergy i inthe ſame 
Kind with that in which they pay them 3 they do not 
receive Corn for Corn, nor Hay for Hay: But every 
Man for the Produce of his Labour in his Way, re- 
ceives in Exchange that Inſtruction in his ſpiritual 
ie which is the Fruit of his Minifter*s Labour, 

the Effect of that Pains and Coſt, which had been 
expended in, his Education. And the greater the Re. 
ward ot Encouragement: is, the more Coſts-will be 
n by Farem in the 6 3 


5 F 14 ] 


dren for tha Miniftry, and the mare Pains will be 
taken by themſelves, in acquiring the moſt proper 
Qualifications for that Office. Their Labour is, 1 
ol a different Kind from the Labour of the People, 
and the Fruits of that Labour are therefore different; 
but each contributes in his different Way to the 
er Improvement and Welfare of the whole Society: 
And every wiſe Society will always provide for the 
greater Perfection of the Whole, by a mutual Ex- 
change and Intercourſe of the reſpective Labours and 
Offices of its ſeveral Members. 
This greater Improvement of the whole is the very 
End. of entering into any Society at all: And where 
any Society is well regulated, a due'Subordination 
preſerved, and every Man | kept to the N his 
ſeveral Place or Station, there the hole Society, 
and every Member of it, conſtantly enjay a greater 


Portion of worldly Comfart and Happy than any 
of them could obtain in their natural State of Equa- 


rn before their entring into 


l 4 
Cen 445% 


7 


“The Inconveniencies of this ſu natura State 
_ ofquality and Independence, are ſo many and qbvi- 
ous, that to avoid them, and to ſecure themſeſves in 
the fuller Enjoyment of their Rights, Liberties an 
ies, Men, all the World over, have univer- 
fally.formed themſelves into Societies, have conſented . 
to ſurrender a Part of their natural Equality and Inde- 
ence, and have ſubmitted to Goverament' and 
Laws of one Kind or other. Doin o] weaning, 
And here, every Man in his Station and Degree, 
(from the ſupreme Magiſtrate who rules the, A 8 
fices) pays a proportionable Tribute of Labour, in his, 
Way and each enjoys different Degrees gt Property. 
Power, and Frixilege, in Proportion to the Impor- 
tance of his Employment, and the Diffculth of, his 
Oe: ee wok, e 1.2; 
"Ding 


115 


de of 


16 

Tiabte to Abuſe, they have immediately Had Recourſe 
Þ (ons 5 other Kind of Government, as better adapted 

their Purpoſe; but never do we find them conti- 
ning together for any Time, in a State of Equality 
or Independence. Nor indeed is it poſſible for any 
Number of Men in the ſame Neighboarhood' to'con- | 
tinue long in fuch a State; for on the firſt Injury of- 
fered, o r Act of Injuſtice done, Either by one of them- 


' Yelves, or others, they will immediately and naturally 
have Recourſe to ſome one, or more, among og oc | 


of diſtinguiſhed Strength,” Prudence und Virtae 3 

them they will ſubmit themſelves, in order by cher 

Means to receive Satisfaction for the Injuries Weh 

done, or to prevent 1 againſt the like for the 
ture. 

K as unjuſt and rap pacious Men will unite, for 
the Purpoſes of Violence and Oppreffion ; fo muſt 
honeſt and peaceable Men enlarge their Societies, and 
rm more extenſive Communities, for their murual 
Support port and Defence. 

And chus have ariſen the various Modifications + 
Content with che ſeveral Degrees of Subjedtion | 
and Subordination, which have been, or are now to 
be 1 in . c W 9 1 

one of which, (even the wo conſtitute) 
Gael ſex een enjoy more Peace and Happinels 
and a greater Security oth Injury, than they could 
do in a State of Equality and Independence, even, 
upon the Suppoſition that ſuch a State could aQually 
ſübſiſt for any Time. 

a . let no Man miſapptehend me in this, 28 
if Sate to be an Advocate for any T 

conſtituted Government: T only fay, that ſuch 
nr tho” attended wich ſome Inconveni 
dies, and ſubject to ſome Abuſes, which may, upom 
Occaſions be very ſenſibly felt by — 'of the 
ubjects thereof, has yet in the main many Advanits- | 
es IP to the whole Community, be 
ny Thing found in what is called che Natu 


vality and Independance, where there is 
: "0G * no - 


i 


/ 
[ 6) 


no Kind of Government or Subordination, but al ab- 
folute Anarchy or Confuſion. -'- 
— Happy thoſe Kingdoms, whole Conſtitution 
ſecures them from the Milchiefs of Arbitrary Power, 
whether in the. Monarch, the Nobles, or the Com- 
mons! —— Ha y. that Conſtitution, where all 
Power is ſo adj 25 between its conſtituent Parts, 
neither the one, nor the few, nor the many, 
ve it in their Power to engroſs the whole; but, 
on. the firſt Appearance of ſuch an Attempt, at any 
Time, each can ſerve as a Counterpoiſe to the other 
and ſo reduce the Scales to an even Balance. May 
that Balance be ever ſacred, and no Attempt made in 
any future Time to deſtroy ĩt! CV) 
But to return from this Digreſſion, © 
- The beſt human Laws being found inſufficient to 
reſtrain the Exceſſes, or curb the Exorbitaticy of 
human Appetites and Paſſions, without a Senſe of 
the Being, gag Providence of God, and of his ne- 
ver- falling Approbation of à virtuqus and' honeſt 
Conduct, and his utter Abhorrence of the contrary ; 
conſequently, if it had never been commanded, or 
required by God himſelf; yet is it the Intereſt of eve 
ry Society, that right Notions of God and Religion, 
nd. a Senſe of N to him, ſhould be conſtantly 
727 ted, and kept up, among the Members of it, 
— by this Means the ſtrongeſt Obligations we 
laid on by Hearts and Conſciences of Men, and 
moſt effectual Motives urged, for bringing them to 
the Practice of all the moral and ſocial Virtues, and 
for preſerving chem ſtedfaſt in that Practice. 
F ma now a Senſe of God and Religion cannot be 
up among the Bulk of Mankind, to any effectual 
by any other Method, but by maintaining 
1 rg Worſhip of God, and ſetting apart an Order 
Men, who by their Education ſhall be qualified, 
22 by 14 den Pielelben ſhall be obliged to miniſter] in 
Worſhip, and both publickly and privately in- 
Men 5 the Principles of Religion arid Virtue, 
well as „ 1 perſuade them to, the 
reo 


uphform Pra wa 
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And therefore the obliging all the Members of the * 
State to pay Tythes, or the alfocating any Tax, or 
Duty, of any other Kind, for the Support of Religion 

and theWorſhip of God, and for providing a Mainte- 
nance for Men who ſhall qualify themſelves for, 'and 
ſhall beſtow their Time and Pains-on this Buſineſs, is 
ſo far from being an Hardſhip or Oppreffion on the 
Members of the State; or a Tax impoſed on them 
without any Conſideration $ that, on the contrary, 
every Man does actually receive a valuable Conſide- 
ration for it, in the er Sanctions, which are 
thereby given to every moral and ſocial Obligation 
among us; and the greater Security from thence de- 
rived on our Lives, Liberties, and Properties. 
 ObjeB8ion g. Well then, allowing that the Support 
of Religion is eſſential to the well-being of abt Lg 
ciety ; and ſuppoſing that Tythes, or ſome other Tax, 
may be neceſſary for that Purpoſe ;' yet cetrainly it 
| cannot be conſiſtent with Juſtice, Equity, or good 
Policy, that the whole Burthen thereof ſhould be laid 
upon the Farmer, (as it is at preſent with us) and 
that all other Profeſſions ſhould be in great Meaſure 
emp wr 720 wo nets 
Anſwer, I agree with the Objector, that ſince tus 
with-holding and'diſ-uſe of perſonal Tythes, the Cler- 
gy have in many Places loſt a Part of their Sup- * 
port; and as to that Part of it, which is {till left to 
them, it cannot be denied, but that it does now fall 
chiefly upon the Farmers. W 
This indeed ſupplies the Farmer with plauſible 
Matter of Complaint, and is the Occaſion of perpetual 
Grumbling and Repining; tho" in Truth the Injuſtice 
here is not done to the Farmers, but to the Clergy, 
who are deprived of that Support originally intended 
for them by perſonal Tythes, (or the Tenth Pari of 
the Gains of other Profeſhons and Imployments) and 
ſo are ſeft to depend barely, on predial, or mixed 
Tuythes ; which inpeed can only affect the Fariner, 
or Occupier of Land. But ſtill they affect him in no 
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The of. the 


\ has been always 


practiſed. Exemption 
others does not make the Part to be born. by the Fat - 


mer, more unjult or oppreſſive in itſelf ; $4 only in 
n comparative View; their enjoying ſuch an Exemp- 
tion raiſes. in the Farmer the Paſſions rein 


at length a ſettled Diſcontent; which is in fact attend- 
ed with much lll will, and many Acts of Injuſtice to 
the Clergy, and a general Endeavour, by one Means 


vr other, to make predial Tythes of as little Benefit 


Rs Hg Tythes have been for ſome Years 

So far then I agree, with the ObyeRor, that i 
ſeems unequal in this comparative View, that 
the Huſbandman ſhould be obliged. to pay the Tenth 
Part of his whole Crop, which is the Fruit of his 
Land, the Seed ſown, the Labour of himſelf, his 


Servants, and Cattle; whilſt at the ſame Time, per- 


ſons of .ather Profeſſions and Callings, do either pay 
nothing at all, or but a very ſmall Part of the Pro- 
wat or Far i their ſeveral Employments, to- 
the Charge of a Miniſtry, and the 
Popper of 8 Rel ion; which yet are confeſſedly of 
real Ad 1 — tage to every * 2 1 con cy to his 
roperty, ment, or R in the Ki 

Fa then ile Gan ariſing from other Profeſſi- 
ons, Callings, and — are all the Fruits 
« 1 Blelfing, and depend on his good Pro- 

Pity D-operauing g with our honeſt Endeavours, as 
dans aa roduce of the Field: And ſince we ate 
all ſecured in the peaceable Enjoyment of our Rights 
and Properties, from a Senſe of Religion and Virtue 


being conſtantly propagated and kept up among 
Tan any Thing be more fair and equitable, than tat 


each £ us ſhould contribute to the Support of the 
Miniſters thereof, in a wo Gu, fo made; 
pod ſecured to us ? 


Beſides this, it may be obſerved, that Perſons of 
Vberal Profeffions, or genteel n ſpend 
moe of their Time in Cities and Towns; are edu» 


0 in a e n 5 nave Wann, | 
. | | 
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, and ſo occaſions frequent Murmurings, and 


„ 


ties of acquirin 
Taſte and Reliſh for higher and more polite Accom- 
pliſhments; than the Labour of the Cart; the Plough, 
. or the Spade, 


moſt ampl 
Cities and Towns; for the Encouragement of ſuch able 


and Expence to qualify themſelves 


(oY | 
g Knowledge; and generally 


get n 


will allow to the Parmer in the Country. 

Such Men therefore will expect higher Inſtructions 
to be given them, and in a more ſkilful, delicate, and 
elegant Manner, for which a larger Capacity, and a 


-nicer Judgment, improved by longer Study, and more 
polite Converſation, will be requiſite, in their Mini- 


ſters, than is always neceſſary among Country Far- 
rant Peaſants : For which Reaſons the 


e Proviſions ſhould always be made in ſuch 


wor 1 


greater Pains 


and learned Miniſters, as have been at 
for ſuch 


difficult Parts of the Miniſterial Function. 
| Whereas now, by the Alienation of predial Tythes 
in the Hands of Lay-Impropriators, and by the Sub- 
ſtraction of - perſonal Tythes, Fees, and Offerings, 
there is not a Competency left for the Miniſter, in 
many of our Town-Pariſhes, moſt of our Vicarages, 
and all our im iate Cures. | | 
The Conſequence of which is, that thoſe Churches 
which ought to be beſt ſupplied, are often worſe - 
ſerved, than other Parts of the Kingdom. * 
Now this is certainly a Matter of Fact, worthy 
the Attention of our Legiſlature, in Point of good 
Policy; and it is only in their Power to provide a 
ſufficient and adequate Remedy for it, by endow ing 
each Pariſh with an Income ſuitable to the Situation 
and Circumſtances of that Pariſh. And this might 
be done without great Difficulty ; by purchaſing 
impropriate Tythes, where - ever they have been alie- 
nated, and by reſtoring the ancient Laws about per- 


ſonal Tythes to their original Force and Inten- 


gion. In criminal Matters it would not be right, 


io bring a Man upon his Oath, in order to give Evi- 


dence againſt himſelf: But I am told, that in Mat- 
ers of common Right, (of which Kind are perſonal 
Tythes) it is the uſual | Practice of the High Court of 
: | © Chancery, 


8 


Chancery, the Equity 


_ Bill or Libel 


allowed in the Caſe, 
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Side of the 
Courts of Admiralty, and of all Eceleſiaſtical 
bring the Defendant upon his Oath, in Anſwer to 
preferred againſt him, in Order to make 
all Manner of Diſcoveries againſt himſelf. And as 
this is ſtill allowed, and done in all Suits for predial, 


or mixed Tythes, as well as for all other Matters, 
what Reaſon can be given, why it ſhould not be 


perſonal Tythes alfo ? 
But if the reſtoring, of pron Tye Tythes ſhould - 
be judged inconvenient a Dh; 
then. fome juſt and equal Compoſition may be nm- 
verſally fixed upon, to paid in lieu thereof; 
and that Compoſition may be aſcertained by ſome 
well-known Rates or ny he ſuch as the Rents 
of Houſes, the Salaries or Profits of Employments, 
the Income ariſing - from. their Callings and Fro- 
feſfons, or the —5 of their Expences. 

By Methods of this Kind, e 


the 
to 
the 


the — — of al yung would be | ht nearer 
to their origins! Equality ; the Murmur- 
ings of the Huſbandman would — when he found 


a Profeffions equally taxed with himſelf ; and 


the Miniſtry would be well provided for, in every 
Pariſh ; but * in Towns and Cities. | 


